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Elections if required will be held on 20th and 21st March 2009 between 10 am and 12 pm.
Nomination forms are available at Reception.

Waverley RSL Sub-Branch Inc.

ABN No. 48 585 860 713

161 Coleman Parade, Glen Waverley, Victoria, 3150

P.O. Box 324

Telephone: 8558 4700

Website: www.waverleyrsl.com.au
Email: waverleyrsl@waverleyrsl.com.au 
Waverley RSL Sub-Branch Inc.

EXECUTIVE

President: Neil Slaughter

Vice-President: Nigel Linnell

Secretary: Dennis Everitt

Treasurer: Bill Malloy

COMMITTEE

Michael Black, Mal Carson, Geoff Dare, 
Ron Wells, Bob McIvor, Alan Eacott, 

George Cooney
MANAGEMENT

General Manager: Henk Vandriel

Administration Manager: Tricia Jones

Food & Beverage Manager: Eva Szarvasy

REPATRIATION & VETERAN AFFAIRS

Please contact the Oakleigh Branch on 
9568 1200

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
CO-ORDINATOR
Janet Arnold

WOMENS’ AUXILIARY

President: Liz Oxlade
Vice-President: Lillian Robinson
Secretary: Maureen Quamby
Treasurer: Zelma Sinden


Vale

It is with regret that we record the passing of the following members since our last Dispatch: 
Maxwell Lowthian

Betty Scriven


Maxwell Tuck

Peter Wood

Gerald Maynard

John Whitelaw

Phillip Power


John (Barney) Curran

Ronald Hutchison

Ray Jennings

Gordon Felton

John Fergus

George Ellis

Kurt Konnertz

Gordon Orford

Leonard Saunders

Charles Bamford

Alan Spink

David Peckham

John Slatter

Frank Warren

Lest We Forget


President’s Report

Welcome members to our first newsletter for 2009, and my report for 2008 in preparation for our Annual General Meeting which will take place on Sunday 29th March 2009.

I look forward to members’ attendance at our AGM so that we can report to you the financial operations and other relevant activities undertaken by the Sub-Branch during 2008.

In my annual report last year I reported that 2008 was going to be a challenging year for us, due to a raft of factors. Particularly the volatile economy, which has resulted in a 9-10% downturn in our gaming revenue when compared to 2007. Whilst our other hospitality revenue streams increased in the same period, unfortunately, the downturn in our gaming revenue resulted in a bottom line loss after allowing for our welfare and ceremonial expenditure. 

Obviously this is not an acceptable situation and we have taken significant steps in order to put our financial situation in the black during the 2009 trading year, and our 2009 budget reflects this action.
Also, on Sunday 8th Feb 2009, the Sub-Branch Executive and Committee members met for a full day workshop, where we reviewed and planned adjustments to our business strategy in going forward from 2009 to 2012.

As I reported in the October 2008 newsletter, in addition to current issues that affect our financial viability, we have the further challenge to confront all the aspects involved with the sweeping changes to the State gaming machine legislation which comes into force in 2012. Therefore our due diligence leading up to 2012 and beyond will certainly be tested. On this subject I hope to be in a position to relay more updated information to the membership at our AGM in March. 

Once again, sadly, over the past 12 months we have witnessed the passing of a number of our members, which always impacts on the emotions of our Committee, members and staff. 

“We will remember them”..... and the list includes some of our more prominent members Mr. Bob Leach, Mr. Peter Wood and Mr. Lindsay Richards. 

The Waverley RSL Community Support Group continues to go from strength to strength, achieving fantastic objectives during 2008. We acknowledge the great work carried out by Janet Arnold, Margaret Malloy, Geoff Barnett and Lorraine Everitt in providing our welfare and community support services to Veterans and our community. As always, we are very proud of your commitment and dedication. 

Also we are most grateful and appreciative of the many hours undertaken by all those volunteers who assist in our ANZAC and Remembrance Day Appeals. On Monday 16th February the Committee hosted a small function to convey our gratitude and thanks to all our Appeal Volunteers which was very successful and rewarding. One of our guests on the evening was Mr. Peter Smith, Director of Appeals in the RSL State Branch.  Peter complimented the Waverley RSL and the tremendous support given by our dedicated team of Appeals Volunteers headed up by Committee Member, Geoff Dare. Geoff is to be congratulated on the levels of fundraising that have been achieved since he took over our Appeals portfolio which is a demanding and time consuming job. Well done Geoff!

Our Norman A Smith Scholarship continues to grow in stature which is a result of great leadership and guidance by the Chairman of the Scholarship Committee, John Coulson. John’s Committee of “Professional Gentlemen” facilitate the Scholarship procedure with much commitment and pride, for which we are extremely grateful. Congratulations, gentlemen, on a great job!

Our Executive Committee extend a sincere vote of thanks to our Womens’ Auxiliary, who continue to work tirelessly in the background. Congratulations to Liz Oxlade, Maureen Quamby, Zelma Sinden and your team of hardworking helpers, for the welfare and charity activities that you undertake each year. 

The Waverley RSL continues to enjoy the great support given by the Monash Sub-Branch of the National Servicemens’ Association particularly the large number of Nashos that assist Geoff Dare in our Appeals activities. Also those members who provide generous time and support in other welfare and community activities. To President, Bob McIvo,r and all your ladies and gentlemen members, sincere thanks for your ongoing contribution. 

As mentioned previously we experienced a tough year in 2008 in relation to our financial performance. This by no means detracts from the hard work and customer service provided by the Sub-Branch Management and all of our valued employees.  The Executive and Committee acknowledge and appreciate the significant effort given by our General Manager, Henk Vandriel, and the Management team.... Eva, Trish, Nick, Edi, Val, and we would particularly like to thank Mr Richard Tjoeka for taking on the acting head-chef role in the kitchen prior to our busy Xmas and New Year period. Richard and his team in the kitchen have carried on the high level of food quality and service that continues to earn us the ‘Fine-dining’ tag. Well done ladies and gents... keep up the good work.  Overall, our Management and staff have been very committed to servicing the needs of our members and patrons.  Well done everyone. We look forward to your valued contribution in 2009 and beyond.

As your president, I would like to congratulate and sincerely thank my Executive and Committee members for their loyalty and support over 2008.  Vice-President, Nigel Linnell, Treasurer, Bill Malloy, Michael Black, Mal Carson, Geoff Dare, Ron Wells, Alan Eacott, George Cooney and Bob McIvor... you have all made a tremendous contribution.  I would like to take this opportunity to especially thank our Secretary, Dennis Everitt, for all the guidance and assistance he gives me on a daily basis.  Dennis is in his 13th year of secretarial responsibility and he continues to do an outstanding job.  Thanks, Dennis, for your professionalism and much valued friendship over many years.

Members, as always, I look forward to serving you in the future.

Best wishes to you all

Neil Slaughter

President

SECRETARY’S REPORT

As you will see from Janet Arnold, our Community Support Advisor’s report, the Waverley RSL Sub Branch continued to assist the veteran and local communities through a diverse range of programs, activities and sponsorships.

Programs
We have maintained the hospital/home visits, outings, etc. thanks to the support from a dedicated team of volunteers including Pat Walsh, John Carroll, Jean and Bob McIvor, Colin Darvell, Elizabeth Swart and Ted Healey. In addition to these volunteers, we must thank our Chauffeurs Bob McIvor, Rob Cousins, Ron Brown, David Jones, Ron Worts and Peter Bates without whom we would not have got them out and about. Through the efforts of committee man Ron Wells, 49 key safes have been installed in the homes of some of our senior and vulnerable members and for added safety Colin Darvell and Dale Annersley have visited a number of homes to check on their smoke detectors and, where necessary, replace the batteries, which have been generously provided by Bunnings.  A Balance and Mobility program was introduced in 2008, and over 50 members are taking advantage of this light exercise program and a further opportunity to socialise with other members. The OMNI group co-ordinated by Ted Healey continues on with a dozen “Older men with new Ideas” participating.

Sponsorships

Janet has listed the sponsorships and donations made to local charities and welfare groups. However I would like to highlight in particular our donation to the Riding for the Disabled which assisted in the purchase and vets fees for “Flaxy”, a photo of Flaxy is in the foyer. As a further request has been made to assist with feed for Flaxy, it is evident that the Sub Branch assisted with the purchase of the front end. 

The Sub Branch continued to provide financial assistance in 2008 to the Mazenod Panthers Football club. The club has two teams for intellectually disabled men in The Football Integration Development Association. As the team coordinator recently wrote: “your generous support has enabled many people with an intellectual disability to get to know the joy of belonging and being part of a team in which they no longer feel different. He goes on to say “Your sponsorship has been a wonderful contribution to the ongoing success of our program which is not necessarily by the games won, but by the progress many of our players have made over the past four years.  Young men for the first time in their life, have the confidence to travel by public transport to training on their own.”

In closing I must pay special thanks to Janet for her dedication, commitment and hard work in maintaining the programmes and providing assistance and advice to our members. The demands on her time would be exhaustive without the support of Margaret Malloy and Geoff Barnett. I would also like to thank Tricia Jones and Penny Rovatsos for their administrative help and the committee of the Sub Branch for continuing their financial commitment during a difficult year.
Dennis Everitt

Secretary
COMMUNITY SUPPORT REPORT

As has been the practice in previous years, we like to keep our members up-to-date on what is happening in the Community Support Office so here is a brief report on some of our activities and expenses for 2008.

Our focus of assisting and supporting our local community within the City of Monash has remained as strong as ever with our ongoing commitment to the Student Support Program for Secondary and Primary schools.  In 2008 we assisted local schools with the payment of books, uniforms, fees, school camps etc.   We continued to support children in emergency care within the City of Monash with Xmas donations and raffle gifts.  Donations were made to local Community Groups, some of which were the Mazenod Panthers Disabled Football Club, Riding for the Disabled, Waverley Blues Junior Football Club, Power Neighbourhood House, and Monash Volunteer Resource Centre. 

We had a terrific response to the five Morning Melodies which were held during the year.  Three of our local Aged Care Facilities were transported to and from the sub-branch in our community bus and a subsidised meal was provided for all who attended.

Our Balance and Mobility Program has been a great success with 50 members on our list who attend most weeks.  This program is designed to assist members who suffer from poor balance and mobility and enjoy making new friends. This program has enabled a lot of socially isolated and recently widowed members to come along to the sub-branch and mix with other members who have suddenly found themselves on their own and facing a similar situation.

OM:NI (Older Men-New Ideas) Mens’ Group continued throughout the year with 6 to 10 members attending each month.  This group is co-ordinated by a volunteer each month and they enjoy discussing topics of interest and participating in occasional bus trips.

The installation of Key Safes in the homes of veterans and widows who suffer ill health continued throughout the year with the assistance of two dedicated volunteers.

We also introduced a Smoke Detector Check program with the assistance of two of our volunteers in 2008.  A total of 35 homes were checked and batteries replaced where needed.  It is worth mentioning that the batteries used were all donated from Bunnings Warehouse in Mentone.

Hydrotherapy Sessions continue with between 12 to 15 members attending every Tuesday morning at Mayne Health in Springvale Road.  This program has been running for 6 years with two dedicated volunteers assisting every week.

Home/Hospital and Aged Care visits continued throughout the year with a dedicated team of volunteers assisting with this task.

During 2008 we conducted 20 bus trips with a total of 240 veterans and widows attending on these trips.  Places visited were as follows:

· Cranbourne Botanical Gardens followed by lunch at Cranbourne Race Course;

· Berwick via Emerald and Cardinia Reservoir followed by lunch at the Berwick Inn;

· Phillip Island Vietnam Veterans Museum followed by lunch at the RSL – two separate trips were organised;
· Sightseeing tour around Corio Bay, Geelong followed by lunch at Smorgies;

· Mt. Martha followed by lunch at the Dava Hotel;
· Bacchus Marsh followed by lunch at the Courthouse Hotel;

· Geelong followed by lunch at the RSL;

· Tour around Yarra Junction followed by lunch at Upper Yarra RSL;

· Chaney Winery, Yering Winery, Old Dairy Cheese Factory followed by lunch at the Healesville RSL;

· Day trip to Portsea followed by lunch at Rosebud RSL;

· Day trip to Hastings followed by lunch at the Imperial Hotel;

· Panton Hill Art Workshop followed by lunch at the Panton Hill Hotel;

· Garfield Produce Store followed by lunch at Warragul Golf Club;

· Sugar Loaf Reservoir followed by lunch at Healesville RSL;

· Arthur’s Seat Lookout followed by lunch at the Pig and Whistle Hotel Main Ridge;

· Day trip from the Westgate Bridge, Half Moon Bay then onto the Seaford Hotel for lunch;

· Day trip to Carrum Downs followed by lunch at Cranbourne RSL.

· Day trip to 4 Factory outlets for Xmas shopping.

Each of these trips were fully booked (11 members plus driver) and, as you can see, there is something of interest for most people.  So come along and enjoy good food and good company and see places of interest. Be quick with your bookings, as they say, avoid disappointment.
2009

This year, for the first time, we have commenced a monthly Friendship Activity Program with three of our local Aged Care Facilities.  This entails transporting some of their residents to our sub-branch and providing an activity followed by a light lunch and then returning them back to their respective Facilities.  The idea of this program is to get residents from other Facilities and also members from our sub-branch interacting with each other.  This program is held on the third Monday of each month with the next one scheduled for the 16th of March commencing at 10.30 a.m. in the Members’ Lounge and finishing at approx.1.30 p.m.  If any of our members are interested in coming along and joining in with this group you would be made very welcome. 

Our best wishes are with members who are ill or in hospital.  As our group of volunteers expands, we are endeavouring to visit our sick veterans who are in hospital or isolated in their homes.  Please let us know when a member is in Hospital or if you know of anyone who would like the occasional visit.

Janet Arnold

Community Support Co-ordinator

Waverley RSL Indoor Bowls
I hope you all had an enjoyable time over the festive season and now look forward to our 2009 pennant season which starts in April. Last season was a very successful one, 2 teams reached the finals and one was successful. 
If you are interested in playing bowls we would love to hear from you. The season runs from April to August. 

One of our members and friend, Liz Davis, passed away suddenly.   Liz was an experienced bowler and had success in many Eastern Suburb competitions, as well as our own club and Glen Waverley Bowls Club competitions.

Anne Stewart.

Womens’ Auxiliary
President: Elizabeth Oxlade   Tel: 9887 8701

Secretary: Maureen Quamby  Tel: 9807 3003

Hi everyone, A Happy and Prosperous New Year to All.

A Big thank you to the Sub-Branch and Henk and Eva for the delightful Christmas Lunch which was enjoyed by all.

Once again we are looking forward to enjoying another active year starting with our Easter Raffle.  The baskets will be on display during March and tickets will be on sale at 50 cents each. The raffle will be drawn on Wednesday 8th April. ANZAC Day will be our busiest time, we will be making sandwiches and helping to serve gunfire breakfast after our local March on Sunday 19th April where we expect a large number to return. On ANZAC Day 25th we will be having an early start at 6a.m for gunfire breakfast and then making more sandwiches for the troops returning from the City March.

Our bowling ladies have returned to enjoy our Tuesday morning social bowls. Our ladies are also continuing to look forward to our monthly outings on our RSL Welfare Bus to various venues for lunch. Elizabeth Oxlade is also organising another Holiday Bus trip during August to Port Macquarie (details of this are on the notice board in the foyer) anyone wanting more details or to make a booking for this trip please contact Liz. 

Our monthly meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday of each month (except January) starting at 11a.m when we will be having various speakers and demonstrations. If any ladies out there have a couple of hours to spare please do come along.  We are really looking forward to increasing our membership so that we can organise even more activities. We have received some really nice thank you letters from the various charities we supported during 2008, which makes our fundraising very worthwhile. 

Zelma Sinden 

Treasurer
Waverley RSL Golf

The Waverley R.S.L. Golf group is back into the swing of monthly games.  New members, either male or female, are always welcome.  We play on the 3rd Sunday of the month (usually) at various public courses and our syllabus for the year is available from our Secretary, Kim Windahl 0431 665 566.  We have our own handicapping system.  If you would like to join us please ring either Kim or Helen Rossiter 0408 370 577.

Helen Rossiter

Waverley RSL Lawn Bowls Section

RSL Lawn Bowls Tournaments held during year 2008 and 2009 to this date have resulted as follows. 

The 42nd National RSL Bowls Carnival was held in Perth, Western Australia from the 28th December 2008 through to 6th January 2009, and it was won by the Queensland State Side from New South Wales.

Victoria finished in fifth place which was rather disappointing.

It was a well organised Carnival competition played on very good grass greens.

The events organised by the Victorian Lawn Bowls Association during November 2008 up to February 2009 have resulted as follows:

State Fours: Won by a Team from Rosebud RSL skipped by Tony Radford. 

Diggers Day: Won by a Team from Waverley RSL comprising Keith Bryan, Kevin Morley, Roger Townley and Alan Flaherty.

Members are also reminded that the RSL “Duke of Edinburgh Shield” Lawn Bowls Competition is to be held on 4th and 5th of April 2009 and Waverley RSL Bowlers are requested to indicate their interest in playing in this event by contacting the Secretary, George Robinson, urgently on 9802 6924.
Alan Flaherty – Committeeman
National Servicemens’ Association – Monash Sub-Branch

The Monash Sub-Branch is now in its eighth year at Waverley RSL.  Our Sub-Branch has 212 members and the National Servicemens’ Association of Victoria has around 2500 active members.

National Servicemen, Australia wide, have raised $541,000 for a memorial at the National War Museum, which will be completed in late 2010.

Our Monash Sub-Branch has stepped up our support for Waverley RSL running the Glenmount Day Club, Men’s club, driving buses, visiting nursing homes, and strongly supporting all appeals at the Waverley RSL.

Thank you to Waverley RSL President, Neil Slaughter, Committee, Management and Staff for their co-operation to make our meetings at the Waverley RSL so enjoyable.

Bob McIvor
Glenmount Day Club
Glenmount Day Club members have enjoyed a good year at Waverley RSL with around fifty attending Thursday Morning Meetings in the Sunset Room. Our Glenmount members enjoyed game days, guest speakers, bus trips and lots of good friendship.

The Glenmount members look forward to our Thursday morning meetings. Thank you to the Waverley RSL President Neil Slaughter and Committee, Manager Henk Vandriel and Staff for your support to make our Glenmount Day Club such a nice day club to belong to.

Co-ordinator

Bob McIvor




Annual General Meeting 


Sunday 29th March 2009


At 9.30am


At the Sub-Branch
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